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him an interview with the Emperor and from this, and subsequent
interviews, carne the comedy known as "the hundred days of
reform". In ihe year 1898, during the hot and lazy months of June,
July, August and September when the court was usually quite inori-
bund, the \\ eak Emperor, stimulated by Kang's teaching, issued edict
after edict inaugurating many reforms. The examination system, which
had changed only in slight detail in more than seven hundred years,
was to include new western subjects; military studies were to be
modernized; a university for occidental teaching was to be built in
Peking; temples were to be closed for religious use and opened as
schools; the students sent abroad for education were now to include
young Mancbu nobles; there was to be an official bureau for transla-
tions and, most disturbing of all, many sinecure offices were abolished.
This flush of edicts amazed the foreign residents and even The
Old Buddha was caught napping in her Summer Palace. The re-
formers knew there would be opposition from The Old Buddha and
planned to imprison her. According to some accounts they intended
first to murder her chief adviser, but their plan was betrayed by an
official, Ylian Shih-kai, who later played a big part in Chinese
history and the affairs of Sun Yat-sen. Dr. Richard, who was in
close touch with some of the leading reformers of this comedy, does
not accept the report of intended murder, but it seems certain the
Emperor's friends plotted to arrest The Old Buddha and that Ylian
Shih-kai gave them away.
One of the Manchu princes who attended The Old Buddha once
confessed he was "horribly afraid of her Majesty, and that when she
spoke to him he was on tenter-hooks, as though thorns pricked him,
and sweat ran down his face".*9 Certainly when The Old Buddha
was roused she was dangerous. As soon as she heard Yuan Shih-
kai's story she arrested all the reform leaders she cQuid find and
imprisoned the Emperor on a lake island known as "Immortals*
Island"; at the same time she resumed the regency with an ironic
edict declaring the Emperor needed "a little rest" from the burdens
and responsibilities of state.
"The hundred days of reform" were ended. The edicts were
annulled; the newspapers suppressed; many connected with the
reform movement fled abroad; the officials who introduced reformers
to the Emperor were degraded or imprisoned for life; six reform leaders
were executed without trial; Kang was saved by the British Consul-
General who packed him off to Hongkong in an English steamer
and Liang made a spectacular escape to Japan. Truly the proverb